CHAPTER II
BOYHOOD DAYS

Romesh Chundcr Dutt was one of the tour sons and two
daughters born to their parents Isan Chundcr Dutt and
Thakamani. Of the brothers and sistcis, Romesh Chunder
was most attached to his elder brother, Jogesh Chunder,
who was only about thirteen months older than him in age.
The two were brought up together and remained life-long
friends. Correspondence between the two brothers, which
was maintained thioughout their lives, throws a good deal
of light not only on several incidents in Romesh Chunder's
life but also on his views on several important matters and
indeed on his outlook on life.

Romesh Chunder lost his father, as has been noticed,
in an accident, when he was about thirteen years old. His
mother had died two years earlier. In their very early days
when their father was still alive, the two brothers, Jogesh
and Romcsh, spent their days in various Districts of Bengal
and studied at various schools in these Districts, Both the
brothers in later life recorded reminiscences of these early
boyhood days, a connected narrative of which is found in
the writings of the elder brother, Jogesh Chunder, According
to this narrative, the education of the two brothers began
in a pathsala in Calcutta, from which they migrated to a
Bengali school, and thence to the Hare School, founded
by the well-known English educationist, David Hare. But
their studies in Calcutta schools were not continuous, After
spending some time at District schools at Kumarkhali and
Murshidabad, the two brothers came back again to Cal-
cutta, and then in 1857 were admitted to a school at Pabtia.